EXHIBIT A 



PATENT APPT JCATION 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



GENERAL POWER OF ATTORNEY 
TO PROSECUTE APPLICATIONS BEFORE 
THE UNITED STATES PATENT ANP TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Assignee Name and Address: ngk instJ afT'nTr 

2-56, Suda-cho, Mlzuho-ku. Nagov a-city 
Aichi -prefecturey 467-8530 Japan 

appoints the patent practitioners associated with OUff & Bciridge, PLC Customer 
Number 25944 to represent it before the United States Patent and Trademark Office in 
connection with any and all U.S. patent appUcations assigned to the above-named assignee. 

The undersigned is authorized to act on behalf of the assignee. 

ALL CORRESPONDENCE IN CONNECTION WITH THIS APPLICATION SHOULD 
BE SENT TO OLIFF & BERRIDGE, PLC, CUSTOMER NO. 25944, TELEPHONE 
(703) 836-6400. 



Date 





Typed Name: Takaf umi Hochl 



Title: G enaral Manager, Legal Affeu.rs & 
Inteiiectuai Property D^artniMit 



IN THE UNITED STATES 1 i\ 1 ENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re the Application of 



Shinzou HAYASHI et al. 



Application No.: New U.S. Patent Application 



Filed: September 1 9, 2006 



Docket No.: 



129495 



For: CERAMIC POROUS BODY AND METHOD FOR PRODUCING MOLDED BODY 



Submitted herewith is a Power of Attorney from the Assignee. 

In compliance with 37 CFR §3.73(b), the undersigned hereby states that 
NGK INSULATORS, LTD. is the assignee of the entire right, title and interest in the patent 
application identified above by virtue of an assignment from the inventors of the patent 
application identified above. A copy of the assignment is attached hereto and is concurrently 
being submitted for recordation. 

The undersigned is authorized to act on behalf of the assignee. 

In accordance with 37 CFR § 1.36(a), submission of this Power of Attorney revokes any 
powers of attorney previously given. 



ALL CORRESPONDENCE IN CONNECTION WITH THIS APPLICATION SHOULD 
BE SENT TO OLIFF & BERRIDGE, PLC, CUSTOMER NO. 25944, TELEPHONE 
(703) 836-6400, 



TRANSMITTAL OF POWER OF ATTORNEY AND 
STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR S 3.73(b) 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



Re^aectfiiUy submitted. 




Jam^ f. Olifif,^ 
Regisyation No*: 27,075 



Jesse O. Collier 
Registration No. 53,839 



JAO:JOC/nxy 



Date: September 19, 2006 



